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BUILDING A SAFE & HEALTHY SCHOOL
Marlborough Elementary School will open on September 1, 2021,
implementing mitigation strategies required by the CSDE, CDC, DPH and
Chatham Health, as well as continuing practices we attribute to
successfully being fully open every day during the 2020 – 2021 school
year for in-person learning. We are deeply appreciative for the support
of our staff, children, families and community during this very trying
year. While we will never know if all of our mitigation strategies were
critical, the net results allowed a full year of instruction.
Below, please find the mitigation strategies we will currently start the new school year with
(based on information as of May 2021):
In order to keep our schools open, we are asking our families and staff to be vigilant about
evaluating for symptoms of COVID 19 prior to entering the building on a daily basis and sharing
with us if illness is identified.
In accordance with state guidelines developed in consultation with the Department of Health
(May 2021 guidance):
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Marlborough Elementary School, in determining the need for indoor face coverings in the 2021-2022
school year, will consider mandates and guidance from the CSDE, CT DPH, Chatham Health and CDC.
Marlborough Elementary School is optimistic that there will be guidance from these departments allowing
for more local decision making regarding the wearing of masks indoors in public schools.
Marlborough Elementary School is organized in five pods with each pod made up of five classrooms each.
Each class will be organized to provide as much social distancing as possible.
Accommodations for children with disabilities will be considered on a case by case basis with consultation
from our town medical advisor.
Handwashing / hand sanitizing procedures will be outlined with the students. Each classroom has their
own soap dispenser, hand sanitizing dispenser, and touchless paper towel dispenser.
Marlborough Elementary School is cleaned on a nightly basis by a team of talented custodians.
Frequently touched services are sprayed with disinfectant. If a classroom has a confirmed case of
COVID19, special attention will be spent cleaning that night.
Marlborough Elementary School will open classroom windows as weather allows. Classroom ventilation
blowers each have an outside air exchanger, so even on the coldest days outside air can enter the room.
Families and staff who have traveled out of state, please refer to the current DPH guidelines.
Information on current vaccination plans will be shared as they are outlined. During the 2020 – 2021
school year, staff was provided with different opportunities to get the COVID19 vaccination. Information
on local vaccination clinics was shared with MES families and the community. Future
information/guidance on COVID19 vaccinations will be shared, via Blackboard outreach, as soon as it is
received.

Please contact the school to talk about concerns at any point. We value our relationship with our
families and our community.
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LEARNING ACCELERATION, ACADEMIC RENEWAL & STUDENT
ENRICHMENT
Marlborough Elementary School’s vision to inspire wonder, awe and curiosity, and to motivate
young minds to embrace learning, remains our focus as we start the 2021 – 2022 school year.
May 2021 our 3rd and 4th graders completed InView testing on-line. Data from the results will be
used, in conjunction with classroom data and other summative data points, to identify children
who benefit from differentiated enrichment based experiences in either the classroom and/or an
enrichment experience.
May/June of 2021 will be focused on holding vertical meetings and sharing specific student data
with next year’s assigned teachers. Staff will also be submitting final academic data points as
the basis of academic data profiles for each classroom for the fall.
Incoming kindergarten families, in late spring of 2021, completed and returned the Ages and
Stages Questionnaires for our reference. We appreciate the families sharing this data, as the
COVID pandemic didn’t allow for in-person kindergarten screening.
In September 2021, Marlborough Elementary School will:
•
•

spend the first few weeks of the year building new classroom relationships / structures
gather academic data points to build our intervention / enrichment structure
o STAR universal screens
o Pearson Mathematical screener
o F & P Data

Data will be used to create intervention / enrichment plans for our school. Families will be
notified if their child, based on their data profile, is being recommended for out of class support.
Support / enrichment class enrollment will be reevaluated on a set schedule, based on progress
monitoring and further universal screen data.
Fall 2021 will begin our professional training and initial lessons in the Fundations Program in
grades K through 2nd.
EnVision 2020 Math Program will start year two of implementation.
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SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL HEALTH OF STUDENTS & STAFF
During the 2020 – 2021 school year, Marlborough Elementary School became a Level II Trauma
Informed School, guided by the expertise of Ms. Jen Alexander. Based on her instruction, we
will continue to embrace the unwavering belief that every child is unique and with that, will deal
with all situations in their own way. Staff experienced, under Ms. Jen’s guidance, the realization
that people react to situations uniquely and our unwavering support / guidance is critical in
building an effective learning environment. Ms. Jen continually reminded us that, ‘recognizing
the complex ways trauma can affect children’s bodies, emotions, behavior, and learning and
relationships’, will help us as educators be able to support our students as we start our school
year.
During the 2021 – 2022 school year, we will:
-

Implement the tenants of Trauma Informed Schools
Utilize the expertise of two school psychologists and a school social worker
Communicate successes and concerns with the families of our children
Provide access to the Caring Closet as needed for school supplies, warm clothing and snacks
Supply free breakfast / lunch for all MES students
Secure frequent check-ins with our children / staff
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FAMILY AND COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
Marlborough Elementary School missed our families and community visits last year. As we
move into our next school year, we are hoping for health department guidance outlining
information on how to safely open our doors, as they were in the past. In looking forward, we
are planning on sharing our school, if health data allows, by:
-

Kindergarten orientation
Enjoying a Meet & Greet experience prior to the school year starting
Welcoming families to open houses to showcase our classrooms and children
Offering in-person or virtual parent / teacher conference opportunities
Holding in-person or virtual parent meetings / 504 meetings / PPT meetings
Offering an informational session on our math curriculum

We will continue sharing information on family events / services offered from our partnership
with AHM.
Family communication on Thursdays will continue, arriving via a Blackboard Connect email.
Based on feedback from families, we will send a text message first, alerting to the imminent
arrival of the correspondence.
During the summer of 2021, we will send out informational emails to families as we get updated
health information that impacts school functioning.
Summer virtual story times will be emailed / texted to families. We love reading to our children!
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FACILITIES PLAN / BUILDING OPERATIONS
•

Classrooms will be structured to maintain greatest social distancing possible.

•

Signs reminding staff and students of appropriate, current protocol will be strategically created and displayed to
reach the greatest audience.

•

Touchless faucets have been installed in all bathrooms.

•

Self-flushing toilets have been installed in many bathrooms.

•

Touchless paper towel dispensers installed in bathrooms.

•

Water bottle fill stations have replaced all water fountains in the hallways.

•

Touchless soap dispensers have been installed in bathrooms.

•

Doors will be held open where it is safe to do so to avoid commonly touched areas.

•

Food delivery units will be used to provide students lunch in classrooms and breakfast in two pick-up locations.
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STRATEGIC USE OF TECHNOLOGY
Marlborough Elementary School will continue to be a 1:1 device facility. While we will not be
structuring an in-person learning environment that puts our children behind devices for a
significant amount of their day, the COVID19 Pandemic has introduced us to some new
instructional tools that enhance our instruction, as well as prepare our children to successfully
navigate the technological world.
Our Pre K and Kindergarten children will each have access to an iPad. The iPads will provide
our children with access to apps, such as SeeSaw and enVision 2020, to support classroom
instruction. Other educational apps will provide opportunities to support the instruction provided
in the classroom.
Our 1st through 6th graders will each have their own Chromebook. Each Chromebook will have a
personal login and access to SeeSaw or Google Classrooms. Staff will provide login access to
additional apps, depending on the grade level.
MES network is monitored by iBoss, providing staff with specific information on device usage.
Staff also has the ability to monitor student devices remotely, ensuring that children are using
their devices for purposes outlined by staff.
Strategically placed wireless access points and data closets (with some POE switches) ensure
access to staff and students.
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STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK
Marlborough Elementary School works to ensure all voices are heard when creating / evaluating
structures that are the foundation of our school. We value the relationship we have with our
children, staff, families, Board of Education and our community.
Information on Marlborough Elementary School has been shared via:

-

Weekly family & staff emails (every Thursday)
th
Family forum on May 18 via Zoom
th
Staff forum on May 18 (in person)
Posting plan on website and appreciating feedback from families
Providing staff with plan and appreciating feedback
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