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Dear MES families and Staff:
We have just finished a school year that challenged all of us to come together as one for the education of our
children in the midst of a pandemic. Distance learning became the new norm and education as we have never
known it. As we close this year we can look back and say, “We did it". We could not have done this alone but
together what once appeared impossible became possible, we did it for our children. We must now look
forward and it starts with time to rest and return to uninterrupted time with family once again.
Then we will need to look forward to the reality of the new challenges of reopening our schools safely and
another new normal for schooling in a pandemic. We came together, families and staff in distance learning
and we will do it again as we prepare for reopening our school in September. We in the administration have not
rested and are moving forward in a planning process for a safe reopening and want every one of you to know
that your voices and concerns will be important in this daunting process.
On Monday the State Department of Education released the state’s plan for reopening all Connecticut
schools providing in-school instruction in a safe learning environment for all children. The plan has several
components that are mandated and they will guide us in the planning process. Many of the questions that
have been raised by educators and families are answered in the State Department of Education plan and
they are:
 All children at all grade levels will resume in-school instruction when schools reopen in August.
 All children will be required to wear protective face covering (masks) throughout the day with few
exceptions allowed during the day such as recess.
 The CDC guideline of 6 feet of social distancing whenever possible will be the standard
throughout the school.
 Students riding the bus will be required to wear a mask at all times while on the bus.
 Parents are encouraged to drive their children to and from school.
 Students will eat lunch in their classrooms practicing social distancing.
 Numbers of students in each classroom will be based on guidelines to accommodate social
distancing standards. Classrooms with tables rather than desks will be replaced with desks to
accommodate safe distancing.
 Elementary plans will differ from middle and high schools based on age level appropriateness.
 Special subjects such as art, music and physical education remain an important part of the
curriculum and will require new approaches and teaching strategies.
 There will be distance learning options for parents who choose not to send their children to in
school instruction.
There is much to be accomplished for the final plans for school reopening. To that end we have established a
School Reopening Task Force that brings together the incredible talent of our community. The task force is
made up of parents, school board members, the first selectman, union representatives, teachers,
paraeducators, support staff, health experts and town safety personnel. Principal White and
Assistant Principal Kelley will co-chair the work of the task force and will continue to update you over the

summer and are always available to you and your concerns. You can find the names and representative
groups on a special section of our website at www.marlborough.k12.ct.us.
The Task Force members bring extraordinary expertise, professionalism and inspire confidence to assure that
our school will meet the highest standard before reopening. The work will be driven by CDC guidelines,
medical science, research on best practices and most of all what is best for our Marlborough Elementary
children as we plan for and implement the governor's school reopening guidelines and mandates in an
approach that best meets the individual needs of OUR children and OUR values and beliefs.
We are living in uncertain times and open communication has never been more important. The family emails
will continue periodically and the website will provide additional information. Please feel free to contact us
throughout the process. To that end, we will be sending out a parent survey today to try to identify your needs,
concerns and suggestions. Together we will plan a reopening that provides maximum safety and addresses
the educational and social emotional needs of our children, families, teachers and staff. Together we can and
will get through this stronger than ever.
May you and your family stay well and healthy.
Regards,
David P. Sklarz, Ed.D.
Superintendent
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